206            How to know the Indian Waders.

The Small Indian Pratincole.

Glareola   lactea,   BLANFOED,   Faun. Brit. Ind.;
Birds, Vol. IV. p. 216,

Besides being much smaller than the other Indian spe-
cies this very pretty little bird differs in not having a
forked tail. The piumage is also very different, being a
delicate pale drab, with the belly and base of tail white,
and the end of the tail, wing-lining, and axillary plumes
black.

The length is only six-and-a-half inches, with the
wing nearly six, and shank and bill each rather under
the inch..

This is the commonest Pratincole in India, and is found
all over our Empire, in the plains, but not outside it,
nor in the Andamans and Nicobars. It breeds from
March to May on sandbanks in rivers along with Terns,
and lays from two to four eggs, stone-coloured, greenish-
grey or buff, with few and light markings, and about an
inch long.